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R. KERMIT FLESHER MEMORIAL WOODS 


"Fkesher Woods", Located in the bottom Land of Prairie Creek Township, 
just west of the Little toun of Hutton, is a very unique woods. The 
wooded area is rectangular in shape and is surrounded by agricultural 
hand, 


A deed to the woods was presented to the Vigo County Park & Recreation Bd. 
by rekatives in memory of Richard Kermit Flesher who died in Aprrl, 1971. 


The area has been cut over in years past, but has many interesting, flood 
plain species of trees growing in it. Pecan trees are quite abundant in 
the woods along with ash, sycamore, box elder, cottonwood and silver 
maple. 


This woodland area offers excellent nature study during the Fall, Winter 
and early Spring. Mosquitos are too numerous in the summertime and 
standing water is usually a problem also in the summer. 
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®2Vigo County Park and Recf¥ation 
officials and the State of Indiana 
he agreed to convert a 36-acre 

ct of land to be known as R. 


Bermit Flesher Memorial Woods’ 


Nature Preserve. 
=-Three women, Edith Voges and 
ieda Flesher, who are sisters and 
ir sister-in-law Mary Alice 
at all of Vigo County, donated 
land to the county some 14 years 
ie in behalf of the late R. Kermit 
F sher. ` 


*The land, Mrs. Voges said, was 
dqnated as a memorial to Flesher, a 
devout nature lover. 
rDounty park superintendent Keith 
ble said the land is located about 
two miles west of Hutton on 123rd 
five, in Prairie Creek Township. 
>The land, Ruble said, ‘‘is a typical 
ftdod plain area heavily concen- 
ted with pecan trees, and loaded 
th wildlife including deer, small 
game and birds.” 


P 
?Ruble said that during the spring 
s€ason a portion of the land is six to 
{0 feet under water and provides a 
sthp-off for migrating ducks and 
eese, 
e<County park personnel plan to 
egtablish a number of trails through 
nature preserve, in addition to 
aQowing the public to collect the 
gecans. 


eaThe state, Ruble said, will provide 
technical assistance to the county to 
s@p that the land is preserved along 
with providing educational informa- 


Ruble said he wants county resi- 
dents ‘‘to feel welcome to visit the 
rature preserve, but not to remove 
anything except the pecans and 
mushrooms” , 
Ruble said that, under terms of 
thg park department’s master plan 
Gling for the preservation of the 
lad, a small, two to four car parking 
drea will be constructed on the north 
Perimeter of the nature preserve. No 
vice roads will be constructed 
Within the preserve, he said. 
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‘ory by his widow and sisters.” 
The de superintend- 
ent said: - 
“This will he a f 


fine addition 
to the county park and recrea- 
tion department and we “would 
hope that others who might be 
interested in donating land in 
memory of relatives will please 
contact us.” 

Beres pointed out that the 
Flesher Memofial Woods is the 
second site being preserved for 
nature education, the first being, 
a 63-acre nature study arca 
leased in Prairie Creek Town- 
‘shiv for use by local schools 
‘and other groups. He said that 
it will be officially opened next 
Tuesday with five reservations 
already received from county 
schools for outdoor education 
field trips during the week. 

Mans of the awa are avail- 
ahle al the denartment office on 
the fourth floor of the Court- 
house for the nature study site 
which may be used only by res- 
ervation, 
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Continued From Page One. 
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ment employes. ie 
The woods will be opened to i 
the public some time in the 


“i ab E 4 
y late spring, Beres said, although 
“some” 36 A TA some work on the trails may. 
Creek: Tawnshiph; has been begin next week. Maps of. the . 
given. to: SNE ounty Park woods will be available when the 
JAR Recreatino -Board as a 'area.is ppened. 

h shiy A Beres was pleased with the 
(oe Park“ Superintendënt pees gift and expressed a hope that 
Beres described the land as other Vigo County residents 
“36 acres of heavily wooded might ‘be encouraged to pre- 
| ground in “the middle of thou- serve untouched portions of the 


en of acres of farmland.” county in the somè way. 
Deed to the woods was pre- 
'Sented by Mrs. Mary Alice 
Flesher, Mr. ‘and Mrs. Earl H. 
Noges and Tense Frieda 
Flesher in m@mory of Richard 
Kermit Flesher, who died April 
121971. The ceremony was con- 
,ducted jn the-park department 
-office at the county courthouse. 
‘Beres said that™no “extensive 
development is planned for the 
| area beyond a parking lot, a few 
!trails and picnic >tables. 
He estimated that cost to the 
department would be little, since 
the tables are on hand and the 
work will be done by depart- 2 = aaa 
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FOR MEMORIAL WOODS-—In ceremonies Friday afternoon, Mrs. Edith Voges (letf 

Mary Alice Flesher and Frieda Flesher signed over the deed to 36 acres of Prairie at 

Township land ta the Vigo County Park and Recreation Board. The heavily wooded land is 

to be a memorial woods honoring the late Richard Kermit Flesher, husband of Mrs. Flesher, 

and brother of Miss Flesher and Mrs. Voges. Representing the board were Ruel F. Burns Sr. 

~and David parts pack aay "Rah The_woods will be open to the public in the late spring. 
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